1. The period c. 1580-1200 B.c. marks the high summer of Bronze Age civilization throughout the Near East and Eastern Mediterranean. Mycenaean Culture was only one of a number of brilliant civilizations which were often closely enmeshed by political, military, cultural and economic ties. Such interrelations are rarely difficult to detect but it is frequently impossible to establish, when only the last two categories are involved, whether they were of a direct or indirect nature. So it is with contact between Greeks and Egyptians, at least in the first 180 years of this age. It certainly existed but how far it was the result of Greeks going to Egypt or vice versa it is impossible to say. It is, in fact, not until the collapse of Crete, when the Late Bronze Age had run almost half its course, that the evidence becomes sufficient for us to say with confidence that Mycenaean Greeks were certainly visiting the Valley of the Nile.
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